PLANTING GUIDE
1) Dig hole same depth as existing container and a few inches wider…remove any fist sized rocks from fill. If you have a heavy clay soil, you may add some amendments…but remember to use most of the soil you initially removed from the hole. Too much amendment can result in the roots circling the root ball instead of moving outward into the existing  soil as they should.

We recommend you fill the planting hole with water first, and allow it to saturate the soil before planting. This also is a good indicator of your soil condition: if it drains very slowly or too quickly…you should consider adding soil amendments to assist drainage or retain even moisture.  

2) Set the root ball into hole. Do not bury plants deeper than the soil level of the container or root ball. If the container plant has very mature roots circling the root ball, you may gently loosen them outward to encourage proper rooting. 

3) If root ball is wrapped in burlap, set into the hole and make sure the soil level is even or slightly higher than the existing soil level.  DO NOT REMOVE BURLAP OR METAL CAGING from rootball…this can cause the soil to collapse from the roots and endanger the success of the planting.  These will not affect the growth or health of the tree as they will gradually decay.

4) Begin filling the hole around the root ball….tamp soil in firmly to avoid air pockets. Fill soil up to the top soil level of the container or root ball. Never plant deeper than the existing soil on the plant…do not place any extra soil against the trunk.  

    Add any soil amendments as desired such as compost or topsoil when filling the hole if necessary. 50/50 mix is recommended. 

    You may utilize support products such as Tree Saver packets or starter fertilizer tabs if so desired.
 Once the ball is planted firmly, remove only the burlap on the very TOP of the ball, and be sure to cut and remove any rope that is tied around the trunk of the planting. You can also fold back the burlap instead of cutting it away.

5)  Water in thoroughly. It is helpful to make a water retention ring to keep water from running off if plant is located on a slight slope.

6) Apply a root stimulator after planting and watering: we recommend 3 applications 2-3 weeks apart. 3-1/2 Tablespoons per gallon of water.  The support products are sufficient in nutrients for the first year of the root development. After one year in the ground, you will be able to apply fertilizers with a higher nitrogen content.

7) Mulching the root ball area with wood mulch is strongly recommended: never mulch directly against the tree trunk.

WATERING & CARE
Your new planting will need regular watering in the first year. Apply a good DEEP watering once or twice weekly. Amount varies by the size of the plant. Water twice weekly when the temperature exceeds 85 - 90 degrees.
      __________________________________________________________________________________________________
one gallon size perennial container plants:     up to 3 times weekly depending on temperature and soil porosity.
5 to 10 gallon size container plants:   apply 10 to 15 gallons water once or twice weekly depending on temperature.
15 and larger gallon size container plant:   apply 20 to 25 gallons water once or twice weekly depending on temperature.
BALL AND BURLAP ROOT BALLS-require 10 gallons water per inch trunk caliper size : it is recommended to give a good deep soaking twice weekly to start them off right. Frequent, shallow watering can be detrimental to new plantings. DO NOT WATER EVERY DAY IN SMALL AMOUNTS!
Options: Lay a garden hose at the root ball and run a pencil thin trickle for one half to one hour or more depending on size of planting. You can use a five gallon bucket with small 1/8" holes drilled on the sides at the bottom to trickle the water onto the root ball.
LAWN IRRIGATION SPRINKLERS ARE NOT SUFFICIENT TO WATER NEW PLANTINGS.
Over the first winter, apply a deep soaking every 2 -3 weeks. Evergreens especially need water in the winter month's dry conditions. Begin a fertilization program the following year after planting. Granular fertilizers applied at soil level are recommended.

In the fall when the leaves drop, it is recommended to wrap the trunk of your deciduous trees from the ground to the first branches if possible. Paper tree wrap or spiral expanding collars are beneficial as they protect the tender bark from animal damage and sun scald.

PLEASE SEE WARRANTY INFORMATION ON YOUR RECEIPT TICKET: IMPROPER WATERING, IMPROPER PLANTING, 

 ACTS OF NATURE (i.e. ice, storm, drought, wind, lightning, etc.) INSECT OR ANIMAL DAMAGE WILL NOT BE COVERED BY WARRANTY.
Thank you for shopping with Carson's Nurseries  -  6607 S. Campbell Ave, Springfield, MO 65810  -  417-882-5200

www.carsonsnurseries.net – carsons6607@gmail.com – visit us on facebook!
